


ROANOKE RELIGIOUS4 © 
CORRESPONDENT, 






* 
pt 


OR 


MONTHLY EVANGELICAL VISITANT. 





— 


4 Gather up the fragments that remain; that nothing be lost.”—John vi. 12. 
@ Many shall run te and fro, and knowledge shall be increased.”—Danl. xii. 4, 


= 
- 














ef 

Vou. U DANVILLE, (Va.) MARCH, 1823. No. 3, 

THE VERGINIA BAPTIST cious werk still wenton, and many 
CHRONICLE. 


C Hap. I—SkEo. 2p. 

“ By the preaching of the Rev. 
George Whitfield thro’ New-Eng- 
land, a great work of God broke 
out in that ceuntry, distinguished 
by the name of the new light stir. 
All who joined it were called Vew 
&ghts. Many preachers of the es- 
tablished order, became active in 
the work. Their success was so 
great as te rouse the attention of 
the lukewarm, indolent (and, for 
the most part ) unconverted clergy 
ef the established order; they were 
indignant : If we thus let these 
fellows alone (they cried) what 
will become of us; we shall soon 
get no hearers, and all men will 
forsake us. So they arose in all 
their might, girded on their ar- 
mour, and prepared for the com- 
bat. They preached against them; 
they railed at them ; they ridiculed 
them; they denied them the use 
of their meeting-houses, and actu- 
ally got a law passed, to confine 
every preacher to his own parish. 
But notwithstanding allthis, the gra- 


precious souls were born again.——= 
The Newlights, at length, being 
galled to the quick, determined to 
separate from the established ore 
der, and form a society to them=- 
selves, for which they assigned the 
following reasons, to wit : 


Ist. Because the established or- 
der admitted persons into theip 
communion who were evidently in 
an unconverted state. 


2dly. It was believed thata! 
proportion of their Ministers were 
evidently strangers to*the new 
birth, and some of them, men of 
immoral characters. 


Sdly. Because they would admit 
none into the ministry except they 
were men of a classical education, 


Being thus separated from the 
established order, they obtained 
the name of Seftarates and Sefta- 
rate Newlights. They were pedo- 
baptists in principle, but admitted 
none to communion but such as 
were in a judgment of charity born 
of the spirit, and their church gov- 
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Baptists. THus they went on, and 
were prosperous. 

Shubal Stearnes and Daniel 
Marshall, whe married his sister; 
were both licensed preachers in 
one of those separate Churches ; 
Marshall in his glowing x zeal for the 
increase of his master’s kingdom, 
and being persuaded that the latter 
day of Glory was near at hand, sold 
off his possessions, and with his 
keri and children, travelled a tedi- 

us journey, and set down among 
te Mohawk [Indians in order to 
preach the gospel to the poor sa- 
vages. After the departure of 
Marshall, Stearnes got convinced 
of the propriety of believer’s bap- 
tism by immersion; he was ac- 
cordingly baptized, and the saine 
year was ordained and took the 
care of a Church. 

Stearnes was a man that feared 
God and worked righteousness, he 
had great faith in the teach- 
ings and lceadings, of the holy spi- 
rit. From the solemn impres- 
sions, and exercise of spiritual 
things on his mind he was fully 
persuaded, that God had called 
him to be instrumental in doing a 
great work in the West. Under 
these impressions he, with several 
members of his church, took a fin- 
al farewell of N. England, A. D. 
1754. Their first halt was at Ope- 
con, Frederick county, Virginia, 
where they found the baptist 
church lately mentioned, under 
care of Elder John Garrard, who 
received him with much brotherly 
love and affection; here he also 
found his brother-in-lsw, Daniei 
Marshall, who had lately returned 
from his missionary tour 
the Mohawk Indian 

Marshall had left New England, 

at obser ed, to preach to 
the Mohawk Incians: he hat ex- 


ch aneed his comfortable dv clling 
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for a log cabbin, and the cheering 
society of social and loving friends, 
for the uncivilized manner of rude 
and untutored savages: But he 
had the happiness to teach and ex- 
hort, for eighteen months amongst 
the red children of the wilderness, 
and the sweet satisfaction to see a 
goodly number of the Indians seri- 
ously impressed with a sense of 
eternal things, and of them cordi- 
ally obedient to the gospel. But 
just as the seeds of grace began to 
germinate inthis unpromising soil, 
the breaking out of the Indian war, 
occasioned him reluctantly to re- 
move from thence; he stepped for 
some short time at Connegogeage 
in Pennsylvania, but seeing no 
prospects of usefulness in that 
place, he continued his journey 
into Virernia, and haltedin F rede- 
rick county near Winchester. 
Here he soon became acquainte 
-d with Elder Garrard and the 
members of Mill creek church ; 
and being fully persuaded of the 
futility of infant baptism, and the 
propriety of believers bapusm by 
immmersions ; and the faithful 
companion ofhis pilgrimage, were 
baptised by elder Garrard, and bee 
came membcrs of Mili creek 
church in the year 1754 and @& 
48th year of his age ; he was then 
licensed by the church to the un- 
restrained exercise of his gifts. 
These friends having thus pro- 
videntially met once more, took up 
their residence on Cacapon river, 
above Winchester, but not meet- 
ing with the desired success, and 
hearing that preaching was great 
ly needed in North Carolina, they 
dena-ted from Cacapon, and tra- 
velled to the south west. ‘Thug, 
this little band of Pilgrims, this 
forlorn hope. “ dearing frreciote 
seed”? travelled through Virginia 
into North Carolina, and arrived 
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at Sandy Creek in Guilford coun- 
¢y, where they took up their resi- 
dence. -Soon after their arrival, 
on the twenty second of Novem- 
ber, 1755, they were constituted a 
church, called Sandy Creek of 16 
members. Elder Stearnes was 
appointed pastor, and Daniel Mar- 


shall and Joseph Breed, licensed. 


preachers. 


Thus organized they began 
their work, kindling a fire which 
soon began to burn brightly in- 
deed, spreaking in a few years, 
over Virginia, North and South 
Carolina and Georgia. The off- 
spring of this little church was 
numerous indeed, and were dis- 
tinguished by the name of Sefa- 
rate Baptists, 


The inhabitants around this so- 
litary church in the wilderness» 
were grossly ignorant of the power 
of vital religion; like the Jewish 
ruler they could net comprehend 
the nature of the new birth, they 
wondered, how these things could 
be! The manner of preaching of 
these Aewlights (as they were 
called ) excited as much surprize 
as their doctrines. The separates 
in N. England had acquired a ve- 
ry warm and pathetic address, ac- 
companied by strong. gestures, 
and a singular tane of voice; be- 
ing often deeply affected them- 
selves while preaching, corres- 
poncent affections were felt by 
their pious hearers ; which were 
frequently expressed by tears, 
trembling, screams, shouts, and 
acclamations, all these they bre’t 
with them into their new habita- 
tion * 

These things were all new and 


ee 


* One of these new labourers was 
James Read, who afterwards acted a 
conspicuous part among the Virginia 
Baptete. 


strange te the people, some mocke 
ed, some derided, some cursed, 
some threatened, and some en- 
quired what these things meant; 
but blessed be God,som- cried out 
‘ what must we do to Be saved,” 
while others hearing belicyed and 
were baptized. And thus the 
work went on, “till from 16, Sane 
dy creek church soon swelled to- 
606 members, so mightily grew 
the work of God. : 

Thus these active and zealous 
servants of God laboured night 
and day incessantly, and the spirit 

f God was withthem. New pla- 
ces of preaching were sought out, 
new churches were constituted ; 
new laborers were sent into God’s 

arvest;* so that in August, 1760. 
The Sandy creek separate Baptist 
Association was organized, con- 
taining eight churches and up- 
wards of a thousand members; of . 
these churches six were situate m — 
N. Carolina, and two in Virginia. 

Mr. Marshall seems to have la- 
boured more abundantly than his 
fellows; his first removal was to 
Huewarry river, where his labors 
were favoured with a divine bless- 
ing, from thence he removed te 
Abbott’s creek, about 30 miles 
from Sandy creek, where he was 
instrumental in planting a | 
respectable church, ef which he 
was ordained Pastor in the fifty 
second year of his age, and in the 
spring of the year 1758. 

Whether Mr. Marshall had 
been labouring in Virginia previ- 
ously to his ordination is uncertain; 
but in all probability he had ; for, 
we find that two young preachers, 
namely, William and Joseph Mute 
phey, were actively and succesge 
fully labouring in Pittsylvania, Hae 
lifax, and the counties adjacent, in 
the vear 1757. We have no cere 
tain account where they were bap- 
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tree’, rfpom whence they came ; 
bnt it is certain that they were of 
the order of Separate Baptists, 
anc’ consequemiy might be some 
of the first fruits of the labours of 
Stearnes, Marshall, &c. in North 
Carolina 

Col. Samuel Harris was a ren- 
tlemon of great popularity in Pitt- 
sylvania; he was Burgess, or Ke- 
presentative of the county, Colo- 
nel of the Militia, Commandant of 
Fort Mayho, and Commissary of 
the Army: but amidst all this ho- 
nor and dignity, his mind was 
much weighted and depressed 
with a solemn sense of eternal 
things; at first he scarcely knew 
the cause; but soon discovered 
that it proceeded from a sense of 
his sinful condition. The writer of 
this article remembers to have 
heard (about 30 years age) from 
the mouth of an ancient Baptist, 
who was an eye witness. the fol- 
lowing circumstance.—-William 
and Joseph Murphey (who were 
called by way >of derision “ the 
Murphey boys”) had appointed 
to preach at a house near Allen’s 
creck on the road leading from 
Booker’sferry on Staunton to Pitt- 
syivania Courthouse. As the peo- 
pie were collecting, Col Harris 
rode up, dressed in all the pomp 
and par:de of Military habit, and 
equipped with his shining sword. 
* What's to be done here gentle- 


mei ’” said Harris—* preaching 
Cosone! 1’ © Who is te preach - 
“The Murphey boys sir!” “ I 


beiicve iil stop awhile and hear 
them.” He then turned out of 
the road, dismounted and secured 
his ..orse. “The house was small 


and in one corner stood a loom, 
‘behind which the Col. seated him- 
se'{— preaching commenced; and 
soon th rt-searching word 


in hile obscure re- 
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treat; the arrows of the Almighty 
stuck fast in his soul; it was in vaift 
to endeavour to conceal any long- 
er; at the conclusion of the sere 
mon he came forth trembling ; he 
had left his sword and hat behind 
the loom ; he had received a kill- 
ing wound ; from which he did not 
recover in several months, no, not 
until he found a healing balm in 
the blood of a crucified Saviour.— 
This happened sometime in the 
year 1757. We must now take 
notice of the labeurs of Elder Mars 
shall. 
We have already noticed the 
ordination of Mr. Marshall in the 
year 1758; im the course of the 
same year, he made several evan- 
gelical tours in Virginia In one 
ef the first of these tours he bap- 
tized several persons,among v hom 
was Mr. Dutton Lane, who strait 
way beganto preach. Soon after, 
in the same year, he baptized 
Col. Harris, whe also began to 
preach ; a_revival succeeded, and 
the ensuing year he baptized 42 
persons at one time. The good 
work went on, so that in August, 
1760, Dan River Church, in Pitt- 
sylvania, was constituted; Mr. 
Dutton Lane, was ordained pastor, 
and Samuel Harris ruling Elder. 
This was the first separate Baptist 
church constituted in Virgiia, 
and in some sense the mother of 
all the rest. There were also at 
this time, some separate Baptists 
in Lunenburg county, perhaps the 
fruits of the labours of the Mur- 
pheys and James Read; these ex- 
ercised the privileges of a church, 
but had not been organized. Thus 
we have brought our Chronicle 
down to the end of the year 1760, 
we shall now conclude this chap- 
ter by taking a view ot the state of 
the whole of the Baptists in Vire 
ginda, at the above date. 
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First. The General Baptist 
Church in Isle of Wight was dis- 
solved, the candlestick being re- 
moved to North Carolina, and the 
tew remaining members in Isle of 
W ight, in adisorganized state. 

Second. Three regular Baptist 
churches in the north western 
counties of Virginia, which cor- 
responded with the Philadelphia 
Association ; three ordained min, 
ioters. say, perhaps 300 members. 

Third. One organized church, 
on Dan River, one body of Bap- 
tists, who exercised the rights ofa 
church in Lunenburg: these were 
called separate Bapusts, and cor- 
responded with the Sandy creek 
s parate Baptist Association in N. 
Caroiina, say 2 churches, 4 preach- 
ers, and perhaps 200 members.— 
Sum total, 5 churches, 5 erdained 
ministers, 2 licensed preachers, 
and about 500 members. 

( To be continued. ) 


From the Columbian Star. 
Animus incorrupitus, eternue. 


SALLusT. 
Zhe mind is incorruptible, eternal. 


Much has been said and writ- 
ten of the human mind. Numer- 
ous have been the polemic discus- 
sions and essays respecting its ori- 
gin, its nature, its powers, and its 
destination. Many have, undoubt- 
edly, erred widely from the truth, 
while others have been very suc- 
cessful in unlocking the mental 
stores, and disclosing invaluable 
treasures. This subject, though 
deemed by many, teo deep and in- 
scrutable, to deserve much atten- 
tion, intimately concerns every son 
and daughter of Adam. Here is 
matter for inquiry, reflection, and 
deep study. 

1. What is its origin ? AN 
things exist, caused or uncaused. 
‘W hat exists uncaused, is necesSa- 


rily without beginning. This 1s 
true of Deity only. Whatever 
else exists had an agent or creative 
power. God is the cause of all 
derived existence. The hun.an 
mind is a derived existence, be- 
cause, it had a beginning. There- 
fore, God created the human mind, 
And it is the creation of Deity ina 
peculiar sense. It emaneted from 
Him, and bore the divine impress 
in such a manner, as to'n:ke ¢t 
emphatically the work 9 Goc. f& 
superior to the materisl c eatin. 
Though the divine image be row 
wholly obliterated, yet the mord 
possesses all its natural powers, 
in their original vivacity and acute- 
ness. 

2. What is its nature ? First, 
It is immaterial — Material things 
are divisible, and for this pur; ose, 
must be the objects of the sense 
of sight, or of feeling. “he mind 
is not the object of sense. There- 
fore it is not divisible, and ccrse- 
quently not matter. Another proof 
is, that the mind possesses *he 
power of acting from principles 
which originate whojly within it- 
self, completely distinct from mat- 
ter. Notwithstanding the intimate 
connexion between the body and 
the mind, it is a fact, that whate- 
ver be the state of the on-. the 
other is ever active. Often when 
the body is sluggish ard tert. the 
mind is in lively action, end even 
when wholly uninfuenced by any 
material object. Certeir thirgs 
give the mind pain or plessrre, 
which do not in the least :fiect the 
dedy. Frequently the bocv is tor- 
tured with the nost excruciating 
pains, while the mind ren cins un- 
meved, and ever in the height of 


enjoyment. Sever from the cor- 
poreal part a limb or linbs and 
you do not lose a Prog ec: Lorate 


part ofthe n.ental. Secraies, when 
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about to drink the fatal hem- 
lock, chided his friends for 
supposing that they should see 
Socrates after he lay extended dead 
at their feet. And a greater than 
all our modern materialists has 
gaid to an expiring man, * Lov 
shalt ¢Aou be with me in Paradise.” 

Secondly, The mind is finite, in 
perception and exertior, and must 
be limited in every situation in 
which it may be placed. Tiere 
will ever be a centre and a cir- 
cumference to all its movements. 
There will always be a_ place 
where it will exist, and a place 
where it will not exist. What ts 
limited can never become univer- 
sal. Therefore, the mind is, and 
ever will be finite. 

Thirdly, The mind ts capable 
of improvement. Of the truth of 
this, little doubt can be entertain- 
ed. Facts are stubborn things, and 
strike with irresistible evidence.— 
The term improvement is better 
understood than defined, and as all 
understand it nearly alike, we have 
no hesitation to apply it in its 
general sense. While we survey 
the gradual progress of man in 

ental inprovement, from infant 
days to manhood and old age— 
and also the rise and progress of 
Nations in scientific and literary re- 
finement, our position must be rea- 
dily allowed. Deep thought, and 
Silcnt investigation of Causes and 
effects are fertile sources of im- 
provement to this principle, which 
consists chiefly in thought A con- 
templation vi the Divine works 
also is calculated to expand the 
mind, and give it those noble ideas 
which wiillserve to strenghthen and 
extend its powers. As the eye, 
through the medium of its coats 
and humours, receives the images 
of objects in the retina, so the 
gcuind, through the medium of the 
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senses, receives the images of obe 
jects, which images are termed 
ideas. If the mind is retentive; 
as our Knowledge of things in- 
creases, so the mind must extend 
in order to receive their images.—= 
‘hus minds improve, and thus 
they will for ever improve. This 
capability of expansion---how noble 
and sublime the thought! gives 
the mind a proportionate value. 

Fourth, Vhe mind is imperish- 
able. It will exist for ever. Of 
Lhis, its im materiality is a striking 
proof. Wohatis not matter cannot 
pass tarough the process of mor- 
tailty, or be struck into nonentity. 
This we discover by ihe lainap of 
philosophy, and as it does not dis- 
sent from the truth of divine reve- 
lation, we aver the argument as an 
irrefragable proof of the eternal 
existence of the mind. It fs in- 
céssant i its Operauon—there be 
ing not a moment, that it is inac- 
live, from its first commencement 
of action. Should it cease to act, 
it would ceaseto exist. Although 
its action be continual, and im- 
provement progressive, it will ne- 
ver arrive at bounds which it can- 
not pass. Here, then, is an invin- 
cible argument for its sempiternal 
existence. Are such powers made 
for no purpose? Shall, they, when 
the career of improvement Is just 
commenced, become extinct ‘— 
Shall this light, the glory of crea- 
tion, when its rays have scarce 
beamed forth, be extinguished for 
ever?’ No—it is destined to an 
existence beyond the tomb. The 
deep damp vault or dungeon of 
the grave, shall never confine this 
nobler part. It will “return to 
God who gave it’—it is destined 
to eternity. 

Conclusion. The mind is worthy 
the greatest attention. If rightly 
improved, that which is the most 
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enlarged, will receive a larger 
share of bliss wv a future world.— 
| But if wrongly, will be a vessel 
of wrath of greater capacity, which 
shall be filled to the extreme. Let 
net the mind be contracted to a 
narrow space. Though wenever 
pass beyond the smoke of ourown 
cotiage, yet let the mind freely 
traverse the works of nature, and 
expatiate unconfined over the in- 
terminable creation of God. Let 
it not be confined to the narrow 
precincts of our globe, but pursue 
its course through trackless re- 
gions of ether, and 
“See how system into system runs, 
What other planetg circle other suns.” 

But not detained here, let us 
eontemplate the * eternal Mind” 
of the universe, arrayed in omnipo- 
tence, and let us centre our atten- 
tions on every feature of his cha- 
racter. ZETHAR, 

LIBERAL FEELINGS. 

A remarkable instance of the 
increasing liberality of feeling, 
with which Christians now meet 
and co-operate in the holy duty 
of evangelical exertion, is furnish- 
ed by the account, which we re- 
published in our last, of the an- 
nual meet uf the English Baptist 
Mission Society. The Society 
convened in a Methodist cha- 
pel the introductory sermon was 
preached by Mr. Jay, an Inde- 
pendent minister; and the meet- 
ing was addressed, in a very in- 
teresting speech, by Mr. Wilber- 
force, a member of the Episcopal 
church. For our own part, we 
most heartily rejoice, at every in- 
dication, that the needless barriers 
which have long sundered the fol- 
iowers of the same Master, the 
Subjects of the same re 
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ter feelings and more enlightened 
vie'vs. Incalculabie have been 
the miseries which narrow mind- 
ed bigotry has inflicted on man- 
kind. Armed with the sword and 
torch, she once marched over af- 
frighted nations, with a course 
more devasting than that of the 
pestilence which walketh in dark 
ness, and more relentless than the 
destruction which wasteth at noon- 
day. Blessed be God, the progress 
of knowledge has disarmed her 
power to destroy; but it required 
something more powerful to puri- 
fy her bosom from her deeply che- 
rished aversions. The newly awak- 
ened, the noble, the expansive de- 
sire for the conversion of the world, 
the sprriT OF missions, has alrea- 
dy begun this desirable hustration, 
and every day will contribute to 
accelerate its complete success. 
A vast field is now open to Chrise 
tian effort; and in the immensity 
of the prospect, and the urgency 
of the demand for instant and ac- 
tive exertion, the narrow views 
and feelings of mere sectarianism 
are dearly lost. In a conflict with 
ignorance and sin so extended 
and momentous, every one feels 
the value of his neighbour’s aid ; 
and while contending under the 
same banner, and rejoicing in the 
same triumphs, he must, he will, 
clasp him as a brother to his bo- 
som, forgetting that he defines 
his creed, in somewhat different 
terms. This involves no sacrifice 
of opinion, nor abandonment of 
principle. It is merely an obe- 
dience to the new commandment 
of our Saviour, te love one ano- 
ther. 

It well becomes Christians, of 
li denominations, to foster the spi- 
itof love and harmony. Should 
they meet with humble patien 
and fervent prayer, in the pres 
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of their common Reedemer, and 
t ere frankiy explain their senti- 
ments, they would feel surprise, 
that, for the most part, they had 
been contending about verbal dif- 
ferences and subtile distinctions ; 
and they wouid be led to the hum- 
bling conclusion, that excited pas- 
gions rather than conflicting opin- 
ious had so disastrously interrupte 
ec their fellowship, and paralyzed 
their efforts. 

They would seriously inquire, 
whether they had not been accuse 
tomed to attach to their own opin- 
ions and doctrines such as vital im- 
portance, as to concede rather tar- 
dily the character of Christians to 
those, who, probably, with equal 
conscientiousness, and as earnest 
desires to ascertain the truth, in- 
terpreted the sacred oracles, in 
some respects, in a different man- 
ner. And many of the ministers 
of the sospel would have reason 
solemnly to inquire, whether they 
had not fostered a_ prejudicial 
temper in their people, by fre- 
quently dilating, and often in a 
contentious tone, on doctrines and 
“ questions which gender strifes,”’ 
instead of warning sinners to re- 
pent, and enjoining on believers 
the necessity ef a living faith and 
sanctified affections. 

The present is an auspicious 
season. ‘The Spirit and the Bride 
are saying to the heathen werld, 
Come; and Christians are begin- 
ning to feel, that it is the duty of 
him who heareth to say, Come.— 
This is not a time for divisions in 
the ‘“* sacramental host of God’s 
elect.” Their earnest and united 
efforts are demanded to combat 
subcessfully against the rulers of 
the darkness of this world. 

The prosperity of the churches 
themselves is intimately connect- 
ea with the prevalence of love 
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and harmony. We are assurc@ 
that in our Own country, the 
churches, wherever an exclusive 
and sectarian spirit prevails, are 
in a languishing and melancholy 
state; while in other quarters, 
where enlightened and liberal feel. 
ings are daily becoming more pres 
valent, the spirit of our God hag 
frequently refreshed the churches 
with the dew of his blessing, and 
is still conyerting multitudes to 
himself. : 

It contributes, also, much to our 
individual comfort, and helps to 
exalt our own piety, when we can 
cordially join with other Chris- 
tians in acts of devotion, and offices 
of faith and charity. It is indeed 
cheerless, to look with suspicion 
beyond the pale ef our own opin- 
ions; and amid a world lying in 
wickedness, to regard the com- 
parative few, who love our Re- 
deemer, as hopelessly estranged 
from our affections. 

The English Baptists have set 
us a good example, and let us pro- 
fit by it. “ Let us hold fast the 
profession of our faith, without 
wavering ;”’ and cherish with un- 
yielaing firmness, every part of 
that doctrine which is accords 
ing to godliness ;”’ but let us not 
forget the weightier materials of 
the law. The state of the heart 
is of much more consequence than 
the orthodoxy of the head, highly 
important as the latter unques- 
tionably is. Ifthe heart is indeed 
the seat of faith and of holy affec- 
tions, the Spirit of God has been 
there in His power, and there has 
been joy in heaven over a sinner 
who has repented. And shall we 
frail and sinful children of the 
dust, stand aloof, in querying and 
suspicious mood? Shall we ap- 
ply our tests, and compel the 
enunciation of our Shibboleth 
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—e on 
and thus decide on his claims 


a to Christian charity, and his 
‘ title to bear the name of Him 
“ who has redeemed him with his 
y bivod ? 
3) — 
[. From the Christian Watchman. 
. BURMAN MISSION 
8 In attending the Monthly 
. Concert for Prayer on Monday 
d ev ning last, we heard the fol- 
. lowing facts stated respecting 
. this Mission, which gives new 
. bones to its friends. 
n it is well known, that before 
-. & Di. Price’s departure for this 
$ station, he was initiated in the 
j practice of physic and surgery. 
1 § At) out the middle of April last, 
: he yerformed the operation for 
a cataract on both the eyes of 
a Burman woman, who had 
| been blind two or three years. 
Soon after the experiment, she 
. could by the aid of spectacles, 
: see to read distinctly. The 
fact excited so great a curiosity 
that the house in which the 
: Doctor resided was thronged 


by visitors with diseased eves. 
S> sreat was the concourse, 
that they were obliged to bar 
&§ the door of their house, that 
they might study or eat with- 
out interraption, With the ad- 
vice of Mr. Judson, Dr. Price 
has hired two or three native 
converts to assist him in the 
performance for good cataracts 
and all easy surgical opera- 
tions) By the assistance of 
these men, whom he considers 
faithful, he occupies two or 
three hours in a day in attend. 
hig to the cases presented. The 
&vernor’s wife has sent for 


the Doctor twice. aus be is 
strongly inclined to the Hope, 
that God will grant Mr. Jud- 
son and himself the favour of 


the rulers of this land In Au- 


gust last, when Mr. Judson had 
nearly completed the transla. 
tion of the New Testament, 
having proceeded to the end of 
the second of Corinthians, in- 
cluding Ephesians, Hebrews, 


and the epistles of John, he was 
suddenly interrupted in this 
labour by an order which are 
rived from the Emperor of Bure 
mah, summoning Dr. Price to 
Ava, his Majesty’s residence. 
The reports which had reached 
him of the medical skill of Dr, 
Price, was the cause of this 
royal order. Mr Judson and 
the Doctor were to leave Ran- 
goon the 23d of August, in a 
boat provided by government ; | 
and Mr. Hough was to take 
charge of the Mission in their 
absence. For several weeks 
previous, there appeared to be 
an increased attention to reli- 
gion in the minds of some of 
the Burmans. The assembly 
on Lord’s days amounted to 
thirty orforty Five had been 
recently baptized, and tere 
were several others that were 
considered hopeful inquirers.— 
Under these pleasing incidents, 
it is easy to conceive that Mr. 
Judson must have felt some re- 
luctance in remitting his la- 
bours ; but as the path of duty 
seemed to lead to the royal pa- 
lace, he determined to accom- 
pany Dr. Price, earnestly sup- 
plicating that the Lord would 
direct and prosper this second 
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effort to gain a footing in the 
capital of the empire. One of 
the natives, who had been ad- 
mitted to the church, they had 
been under the necessity of ex- 
cluding from their body, an ac- 
count of such inattention te re- 
ligion as appeared to be incon- 
sistent with a Christian pro- 
fession. Another had deceased, 
giving evidence that he had 
died in the faith of Christ. 
yn 

CHEROKEE MISSION. 
extract of a letter from the Rev. 

Mr. Roberts to the Cor. See. 

dated 

Valley Towns, August 14, 1822. 
REV. AND DEAR BROTHER, 

‘The school is still increasing; 
two fresh scholars came last 
week, a poor lame girl and her 
brother, froma distance of filty 
tniifes. 

Our crop of corn, cansisting 
of 70 acres or more, 1s very 
woot, Ff received aletter a few 
ceys igo from Mr. Oliver Ste- 
‘ens, Sunbury, Liberty county, 
(eo, stating that the friends of 
missions in that place, had 
sent a box of clothing for these 
poor children. He mentions 
that a considerable interest is 
excited in that part of the coun- 
try, for the needy at this sta- 
tion. by means of letters pub- 
lished in the Luminary. “his 
Jetter was like cold water to our 
thirsty souls, assured 
that these wood people who thus 
think of the children under our 
care, think of us at the throne 


being 


of erac 
About two months azo we 
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the town of Nottle, 16 miles 
from this place, where I have 
been in the habit of preaching 
once a month, and I trust not in 
vain. There are 40 to 50 in 
this town, that understand En- 
glish, some whites and some 
part breed, many of whom seem 
to hear for eternity. 

They are very desirous of 
having a local school, and are 
willing to contribute corn and 
meal, &c. tewards supporting a 
teacher; and they are about 
building a house to answer the 
double purpose of worship and 
school, May the Lord bless 
their undertaking, 


We are now engaged in 
translating the Philadelphia 
Sunday-school spelling book, 
and if health be spared, we 
hope to have it ready for the 
press in six weeks. As this 
excellent book contains nothing 
but the pure word of God, we 
may reasonably hope that the 
same divine blessings which 
followed its progress through 
cities and villages, inhabited 
by the whites, will not be with- 
holden from the humbler dwel- 
lers of the cabins and wigwame, 


Some of the boys who have 
been here for along time try- 
ing to learn English, without 
understanding what they read, 
became discouraged, went a- 
way, and we see them no more, 
Others seemed to hang on be- 
tween hope and despair ‘These, 
of late, begin to study their 
own language, and some of 
them, in the short period of two 


or three weeks, can, to thelr 








Cherokee Mission— Revtcals. 








cat joy, read what they un- 
rstand. 

if it should meet the appre- 
ation of the Board, I intend 
cing to Washington this fall, 
get our spelling book pub- 
shed. I hope the object can 
e accomplished without any 
xpense to the Board. 
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hatract of a letter Jiom bir, LL 
van Jones to a friend in this 
city, dated 
‘alley Towns, Cherokee Nation, Aug. 
17, 1822. 
{1¥Y DFAR SIR, 
| Being fully persvadrd that 
all attempts to introduce the 
gospel amongst these benighted 
speople in a foreign Janguage 
must prove futile, brother Ko- 
berts and myself have de- 
voted all the time we could 
spare, to the acquisition of the 
language. And we have, ly 
the help of cur interprcter, 
translated the account of the 
Creation. the Flood, the Confu- 
sion of Tongues, the Lisicery of 
Abruham, the Birth o Christ, 
the third chapter of Joby, and 
a collection of passages by bro- 
ther Roberts, forming a sum- 
Mary of the plan of salvation 
anc the death of the Saviour ; 
j also, a number of pieces suited 
te lorm a spelling book, be- 
sides a great number af plras. 
es calculated to clucidate the 
idiom of the language. We 


have frequently read some of 


these pieces to the natives, and 
hue that they are Well under- 
stood, though the subjects are 
hew to them, and cur pronuli- 
Ciation ibperiect. 
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| We have some specimens of 
these translations in hand, and 
will probably present our reae 
ders with them in the next 
number of the Luminary.] 

REVIVALS, Ac. 

Since our last, in which we 
mentioned that the influences 
of the Holy Spirit were exten- 
sively experienced in the neigh- 
borhood of Portsmouth, Virgi- 
sid, additional intelligence has 
Leen received from that quare 
ter. Besides the number then 
statedto have jomed the church, 


Jourteen have been baptized, 


and at least fourteen have been 
added to the number in Nor- 
folk. 

brother W., uncer date of 
Portsmouth, Nov. 14, wriics 
—« Phe work of the Lord is 
going on rapidly. Next Sab- 
bath week will be a great day 
With me. IT am invited to go 
to Petersburg. to baptize jor- 
ty. sia persous, who have Jately 
nade a profession of religion, 


‘and who are cisposed tu fellow 


1 


Jesus inie the water,’ 

bi North Carolina, the gra- 
cious work has been extensively 
felt. Ina letter just received 
from Montpelier, one of cur 
correspondents writes—*+ We 
have, at present, no revival 
among us. In Orange, Wayne, 
wend Chatham ceunties, the 
Lord is pouring eut his Spirit 
on his people. But lam not 
without hope. The people that 
l atterd appear to be anxious, 
Sixteen have been added to our 
little church last year, ending 
in Gctuber, Two missionary 
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socicties have been constituted 
in the congregations under my 
‘rare, located on the Peedee. O 
that the Lord may bless them, 
and all others whose design it 
is to advance the glorious king- 
dom of Immanuel !? 

One of our correspondents, 
in Barnesville, Jd. ina letier 
lately received, says—-“* In our 
little church we are moving on 
harmonigusly. Since Septem. 
ber last, eight have been bap- 
tized, and two received by the 
right hand of fellowship from 
another church. The brethren 
are quite stirredup. Qur pray- 
er meetings and public preach- 
ines are well attended. Do 
pray for us, my dear brother, 
that the weak may become 
strong, and the little one a 
thousand.” 


THE MILLENIUM. 
From the Rev. Dr. Aliller’s Mis- 
sionary Sermon—Sefit. 1822. 

Blessed renovation | Happy 
world! when these prospects, 
ia which the Lord eauses his 
people to hope, shall be glori- 
ously realized! E will not at- 
tenapt to describe the scenes 
Which the generations of the 
miilennium are destined to wit- 
nes3. I dare not venture on 
the task. Take away from the 
worlel all the malignant and 
Viels at passions which tow 
disquiiet and degrade the ¢hil- 
dren of men ;—take away the 
intel. aperance, the impurity, 


and the injustice. which are 
dai) y destroying individuals 


andi families; take away the 
big/-otry, party-spivit, discord, 
} 
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eT 
and strife, which wu: ccasiy.., 
agitate society, eeclesiastieg 
as well as civil s—take ay, 
the war, famine, pestilence, 
pression. and slavery, whic) 
have been for so many veicra, 
tions, the scourge of our race. 
—take away carthaquakes, tem. 
pest, drovght, basting and mil. 
dew. which so often) des roy 
the hopes of man ;—take avay 
all these thirngs—and suppose 
the general reign of truth 
righteousuess, order and peace; 
—suppose the people of God 
every where to see eye 10 eye, 
and the visible church to be 
harmoniously united adi over 
the world :—suppose the earth 
every where cultivated and 
fruitful—the air salubrious— 
the seasons always favourable 
—tranquillity, plenty, temper. 
ance, health and longevity, uni- 
versally to prevail—and all 
accompanied with constant and 
abundant influences of the Toe. 
ly Spirit, CONSTITUTING ONE 
CONTINUAL AND UNIVERSAL 
scene 
like this; and then say, whe- 
ther our world, during such a 
period, would not deserve, us it 
is called in the Sacred volume, 
the new heavens, and the new 
earth wherein dwelleth righie- 
ousness? Whether it would 
not deserve to be considered, 
what it is doubtless intended 
to be, the vestibule. of that 
mansion af rest, which is, not 
made with hands, eternal in. the 
heavens ? 

‘«¢Mirth is like a flash of 
lighthing, that breaks through 
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he gloom of clouds. an elitters while thousands of elementary 
for 2 omement: Cheerfulness works are circulating throveh- 
teers un a kind of dey light in out ourempire. Even Hindoo 
dH, mind. and fils it with a women, against whom widow- 
steady and perpetual serenity.” hood and consequent burning 

— alive are denounced for learn- 
From a I ondon Paper. ing the alphabet, and vhom:st 
PPESTRUC TION OF THE not read the Vede under pain 
JIUGGFRNAUT. of death, have placed their 
caughters at the public schocls. 
The celebrated Hindoo reform- 
er, Ram Mobun Roy. has held 
public meetings at Calcutta, 
for the purpose of freely dis- 
cussing the tenets of his reli- 
gion. and exposing the cruel- 
ties practised under them. 


Ji rust gratify every friend 
n fate he progress of human rea- 
a Egor fo learn, that wotwit! stand 
d Mire the difficulties so long con. 
>, Mesifered insuperable, a glorieus 
e@ Mechenge ts effected tm British 
¢ Byncia The free press of Cal- 
h Becutta has operated most hower- 
d Bfully in reforming the most . 
~ Binveterate and revolting abus- MISCELLANEOUS, 
e mes ‘The effect of seven native “« Answer a fool according 1 
. BBpresses at work in that great his folly, lest he be wise in his 
i: Mecity has been a triumph over own conceit.”? Prov. xxvi. 5.— 
| Bbincoo superstition im _ its «* See here the noble security 
i Hstrong hold) P uring the last of the scripture style, which 
. Eefestival of Juggernaut, so few seems to contradict itself, but 
2 fe pilgrins were present that they really doth not. Wise men 
Lp Pe *cre unable to drag the car.— have need to be directed how 
' Yhe Brahmins called in other to deal with fools; and they 
. Bad, but no devotee could be have never more need of wis- 
1 PB persuaded to sacrifice himself dom than m dealing with such, 
t He to the idol. They now talk of to know when to keep silence 
, Eetemoving the Rath to a more and when to speak, for there 
y Beentral situation The wary may be a time fer both. 
priesthood have sagecity e- +1. In some cases a wise 
1 Mhough to perceive that they man will not set his wit to that 
, me Mustremove the theatre of their of a feol, so far as te answer 
sanguinary superstition beyond him according to his folly. If 
| fe the sphere of a free press—or he boast of himself, do not an- 
| MB thatthe bigotry ef thirty cen- swer bim by boasting of thy- 
; f@ turies will disappear. To the self: if he rail and talk pas- 
f Permanent glory of our Indian sionately. do net thou rail and 
administration, a large portion talk passionately tuo: if he tell 
f' & of the population of Bengal are one great lie, do not thou tell 
1 & receiving the rucimenis of an arether to match it: if he ca- 
tinproved system of education, lumniate thy friends, do net 
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thou calumniate his: if he bane 


ter, do not answer him in his 
own language, lest thou be like 
him; ever thou, who knowest 
better thi: ce.—who hast more 
sense, and hast been better 
taught. 

+» 9. Yet in other cases a 
wise man will use his wisdom 
for the conviction of a fool, and 
when, by faking notice of 
what he ssith, there may 
be hopes of doing god, 
or at least of preventing fur- 
ther mischief, either to himself 
or others. If thou have reason 
te think that thy silence will 
be deemed an evicence of the 
weakness of thy cause, or of 
thy own weakness, in such a 
case answer him, and let it be 
ar answer ad hominem :—beat 
at his own weapons, an! that 
will be an answer ad rem. or 
as goodas one. If he offer any 
that looks like an argumer’, 
answer that, an! suit thy an 
awer to his case Tf he think, 
because thou dost not answer 
him, what he saith is unan- 
swerable, then give him an an- 
awer, lest he be wise in his awn 
conceit, and boast a victory : 
tor Luke Vil $5.) wescem'’s 
children must justi beg?” 

HENRY. 

QUOTATIONS FROM CHARNOCK, 

#6 Though we may bave @ 
clear prespect of ovr grace, and 
know it to be true, vet there 
may be fears in us of what 
night have been, had we not 
Bei urity in Cheist’s comms 
eion, Awe a Me? HPer «a Hreh 
tewer, thoug | hemmed in with 





Rees iiiinwae 
strong battlements. and Sure 
that he cannot fall, yet whe 
he locks down he cannot by 
have some horror and chillneg 
at a apprehension of wha 
might be, had he not that pre 
tection.”’ 





«© Though the providences of 
God fave varions motions, ye 
the<pring of his counsel, the 
rule of his goodness, the eyeo 
his wisdem. the arm of his 
power, are not altered. You 
see the un @ulations and wavings 
of a chain, which hangs per. 
pendiculariy ; onm> part move 
this wav. and another that way, 
but the hand that bolds it, op 
the heam to which rt is fasten. 
ed. is firm and steady.” 





Extract a a@ fetter. dated Tru. 
mar'cemerz, Tomprris out 
ty, Wew Fork, Jun. 14. 1822, 


«s The state of the church in 
this place, ig rather prosperous 
than otherwise. About twelve 
have lately jomed one of the 
netchSeurtng churches by hap- 
tism. Ahent 100 did so last 
fall, twenty-five mules from this 
place.’ Co, 
E-xiract e @ letter dated Dan 

wisvule. Georgia, January 

L7. tS2S. 

« Religten im these regions 
is ata very fow ebb. But He 
whe is for us is more than they 
whe are againstus Qur little 
school at ‘Lisawattee, im theg 
Cherokee wetter. has beer 

wrod and ble seed by the Fae 
ther of mercies.” i. 













Poetry: 





j 

le A Version of the 10th, \\th, \2th and 13th Verses of the Canticles 
the Canticles 3 

| Twas sweet a3 music to my ear, 

hat When thus I heard my lov’d one say, 

Awake, arise, my gentle dear, 


Awake, arise, and come away. 


— t +4 
ye For lo! the stormy winter’s past, 
th A far its zloon its £ 
‘ sgioomy mists have fown, 
. 
3 nc r t] , he 
hi Wo more is heard the morthern blast, 
SS 


{ou The rain ts over too and zone. 
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ay 
The Editor presents his high respects to his friends and pat. 
rons, and takes this method of informing them, that. after some 
unavaidable delays beyond his controul, he now with pleasure 
presents them with the first number of the second volume of - 
the +s ROANOKE RELIGIOUS CORRESPONDENT” hop. 
ive they will in future be coutinued without any interruptions 
an? flatters himself that they will be executed in a manner sa. : 
tisfactory to the subscribers, 

The Correspondent will be published once a month on a 
sheet of good paper of the size and form of the first volume, 
and «onveyed by mail to the post office as directed by each sub. 
scriberg (or sent by other conveyance if so directed) the sub. 
scriherpaying the postage.— Terms, one dollar and twenty five 

cents for twelve numbers, which may be discharged by paying 
~ ane dollar if paid by the tstof October, 1823.—Any subscriber 
may discontinue his supscription by giving notice by the first 
of August next—and all letters directed to the Kditor must be 
pest naid 

N. B. ff any of these numbers should remain in the post 
effi-e two months and the persen to whom they are directed be 
dea‘. or re:voved or should refuse to take them out, the e:litor 
bnbly requests the post masters to try to procure some per- 
sont to take them who will agree to pay for them ; if no such 
person can be found, let thes: be caretully preserved in the 
post oflice, as the Editor intends to take them out and pay the 
postage. 
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